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А FORCE IS BORN! 


-or- 
BIRTH OF A FORCE! 
by Tom Peyer 


, We didn't set out to revolution- 
ize comics. 

No, our aims were much more 
modest that blustery Friday last 
January when a jet-lagged Grant 
Morrison, just in from Glasgow, 
met me at the DC offices. Drained 
from another long and grueling 
(and fun!) day editing ANIMAL 
MAN, DOOM PATROL, and веу- 
eral top-secret new projects (hint: 
one of them features а certain 
Golden Gorilla), I shared the 
Scottish writer's temporary lack 
of creative ambition. АП we want- 
ed was to kick back, let our hair 
down, mellow out, ease off, relax, 
drink some liquid refreshment 
and belt out a few of our old 
favorite songs. 

To that end, we rode the eleva- 
tor 28 floors down to West 53rd 
Street, hailed a Yellow Cab and 
sped 19 blocks south to an inti- 
mate karaoke bar just off the 
lobby of one of New York's most 
famous botels, tbe Remada Inn. 

We settled into the dimly lit, 
luxuriously upholstered fantasy 
world of the tavern and before 
long the soft drinks flowed freely 
and the old, familiar songs cams 
eaeily. We kept the conversation 
light, with easy quips and boister- 
ous laughter punctuating long, 
finger-drumming silences, until 
Grant rose to quiet the karaoke- 
<razed crowd with his sensitiva 
"interpretation of Lulu's I968 hit 
bailad, “То Sir With Love." 

Knowing Grant as I do, I could 
clearly distinguish a certain long- 
ing, а quiet frustration, an unmet 
need, lurking just beneath his 
phrasing, his tempo, his har- 
monies. I seriously doubt that any 
of the other revelers in attendance 
picked up on it; let's just say that 
you get to know а man very well 
by editing his DOOM PATROL 
ecripts. As his editor, I couldn't let 
a secret sorrow consume him if I 
could help it. When he returned to 
the table, I called him on it. 

Grant admitted to serious 
doubts about the direction his 
career seemed to be taking. Not 
that he wasn't proud of his body of 
work; he loved every four-color, 


saddle-stitcbed page of it, particu- 
larly DOOM PATROL, which just 
last year became the first main- 
stream comic ever to win a 
Grammy Award. It was the future 
that worried him. He believed 
that he had mined the veins of 
horror, bumor, surrealism, real- 
ism and drame for all they were 
worth. It was now time to stake 
out new territory. Would the 
comics market ever allow him to 
drastically shift his approach? Or 
would editors, distributors, retail- 
ers and fans demand more and 
more and more and more and 
more of his familiar old tricke 
until the sheer repetition beat and 
struck and hit and bludgeoned his 
creativity to death? 

I leaned back and bit into а com- 
plimentary cheese-flavored gold- 
fish cracker. “If you have a new 
idea, then let's hear it,” I said. 

In tbe hours that followed, 
Grant breathlessly painted a vivid 
word-picture of a colorful band of 
super-outcasts who bravely battle 
the world's most powerful menaces 
on behalf of the very same human 
race that rzjected them. Ironicslly, 
tbese youthful warriors have 
mucb more in common with their 
enemies than witb tbose they 
fight to protect, but their basic 
decency leads them to struggle for 
the cause of justice in a world they 
barely understand. Their grim, 
wisecracking demeanor and their 
good-natured bickering may fool 
you, but when the chips are down, 
they're prepared to sacrifice their 
very lives to protect the innocent 
—and each other. 

“That's very good,” I seid, “but it 
needs something. Something real- 
ly special. A distinctive element to 
push it over the top and make it 
Етел Ап extra twist the readers 
won't expect.” 

The canny Scot's eyes twinkled, 
and I knew that my keen editorial 
prompting had given him tbe 
answer right then and there. 

“Well,” I demanded, “what is it? 
What's the certain something? 
What's the special twist?”...and in 
the softest voice I’ve ever heard, 
he whispered three little words 
that would literally knock me out 
of my chair. 

“They're not mutants." 

Tbat was the end of our im- 
promptu business maeting. I 
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immediately knew we hed eome- 
thing amazing on our hands. It 
remained for me to line up the 
artists and for Grant to come up 
with a story, but the serious work 
was already done. Whatever eurly 
bonds were holding Grant end the 
comics medium down to earth, I 
had just seen them snapped in 
two, and no known power on this 
planst could glue them back 
together. 


$$$ 
THE ARTISTS 


If we ever had any doubts about 
DOOM FORCE, and we didn’t, 
they vanished when the art came 
in. Our pencillers and inkers and 
penciller/ inkers seemed inspired 
to artistic heights they had never 
previously reached. If you doubt 
that, go back and look again at 
tbe sbeer number of lines they put 
into each panel and onto every 
figure...then sit there and tell me 
they didn't work harder than they 
ever have in tbeir lives. 

Is this Dan Vozzo best coloring 
job ever? Count the colore in eech 
panel and see. Has John Work- 
man ever lettered a panel with ae 
many ballons ав the one on the 
bottom of page 32? Not that І 
know of, and 1 know an awful lot 
about comics. 

Will any of tbese artists ever 
put tbis much sweat into their 
work again? 

That's the real question, all 
right. 

То determine the answer, save 
the alphabetical guide below and 
see if the art, coloring and letter- 
ing in otber comics comes up to 
the high standards of the issue 
you hold in your hands. 

Remember: only DOOM FORCE 
dares to compare. 


$$$ 
THE CREDITS 


Richard Case pencils, lays out, 
breaks down and sometimes even 
inks the monthly DOOM PATROL. 
The Darkhold, bis new eeries for 
Marvel, debuts this summer. 
DOOM PATROL: CRAWLING 
FROM THE WRECKAGE, a trade 
paperback reprinting Richard and 


BOOM FORCE SPECIAL #1 
JULY 1992 L-8038 


Keith Giffen is plotting and 
pencilling THE HECKLER and а 
soon-to-be-released AMBUSH BUG 
SPECIAL. 

Ray Kryssing is new to comics, 
but we're sure you'll be seeing his 
name ina credit box again soon. 

Mark McKenna inks every- 
thing, including part of the latest 
issue of DOOM PATROL, The 
Darkhold, Nomad, and an upcom- 
ing surprise miniseries featuring a 
certain Golden Gorilla. 

Duke Mighten drew Brats 
Bizarre for the British publication 
Toxtc, and is working on a forth- 
coming installment of Accident 
Man with writer Pat Mills. 

Mike Mignnla's current DC 
work includes an IRON WOLF 
hardcover, a LEGENDS OF THE 
DARK KNIGHT installment, and 
tha COSMIC ODYSSEY trade 
paperback. 

Tan Montgomery plots LOBO. 

Steve Pugh is drawing Jamie 
Delano's first ANIMAL MAN story- 
line. 

Walt Simonson wrote and drew 
a magnificent SUPERMAN SPE- 
CIAL (but still not as great as 
DOOM FORCE) that will ship later 
this year. 

Ken Steacy pencilled and inked 
the Lee-Kirby tribute in DOOM 
PATROL #53. He's currently serv- 
ing as art director for a company 
that develops cool CD-ROM inter- 
active software, and has been spot- 
ted lurking with the Image Comics 


Brad Vancata is inking 
ACTION COMICS ANNUAL #4, 
part of DC's Summer Annuals 
event, ECLIPSO: THE DARKNESS 
WITHIN. 

Dan Vnzzn wants you to know 
that his colors for DOOM PATROL, 
SHADE THE CHANGING MAN 
and SANDMAN don't look any- 
thing like his colors for DOOM 
FORCE. 


John Workman letters 450 
comic books a montb, including 
DOOM PATROL and LEGION OF 
SUPER-HEROES. 


$$$ 
THE HEROES 


Just as the ideas that drive 
the DOOM FORCE SPECIAL are 
so much more immanse than 
tha contributions of any single 
person who worked on it who's 
not on staff, so too is the potential 
of Doom Force itself larger than 
the sextet of characters whose 
debut adventure you have just 
read. Grant is well known in 
professional circles as tba most 
prolific and compulsive character- 
ereating machine in tha history 
of comics. In preparing the script 
for tbis Special, be conceived, 
cbristened and developed dozens 
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upon dozens of characters for Mimosa™ 

Doom Force before weeding the Nubian™ 

membersbip down to our cora Off-Ramp™ 

group. Here are a few of the charac- Pifiata™ 

ters you might be seeing if our Plaque™ 

outcast band of misfits returns: Pose™ 

Postage™ = 

Air Gun™ pu 
All-Nigbt™ Quasi™ 
Basement™ Ratchet™ 
Blender™ Rim Shot!" 
Bludgeon™ Rivet™ 
Boilermaker™ Russkie™ 
Brain-Pan™ Sassy™ 
Buck™ Seizure™ 
Burn-Through™ Severe™ 
Campfire™ Shaker™ 
Chain Link™ Shot-Put™ 
Condiment™ Snarl™ 
Cross-Hatch™ Snotrm 
Diaphragm™ Spatula™ 
Eigbt-TrackM Spinal™ 
Figurine™ Style™ 
Fiatline™ Swing Shift™ 
Fledgling™ Timesheet™ 
Fortress™ TM™ 
Goatee™ Tol тм 
Gridlock™ па 
Grimace™ Tosser™ 
Hairline™ Tree™ 
Head-Butt™ Utensil™ 
Headache™ Vicious™ 
Homeboy™ Xylophone™ 
Hourglass™ Yahoo™ 
Hud™ Zone™ 
Hurl™ 
Huteb™ 
Kennel™ We'd shara more of Grant's cre- 
Lock™ and Load™ ations with you, but we bave just 
Lube™ about enough room left to mention 
Magazine™ а few otber comics with tbe word 
Menthol™ “Doom” in the title. 


NOW ON SALE: You EC m the story of the Doom Patrol 
've heard it from Niles Caulder'a GI of Siew A paralyzed 

is com; to listen...and what he hears will change his lifa | 

Eats DOOM en uve important, double-sized turning point 
in the DP on, Richard Case, Stan Woch, Dan 


ыш and Kets dl t Workman, а cover by non BUDE 


NEXT MONTH: The much-requested DOOM PATROL: CRAWLING | 
FROM THE WRECKAGE trade pay Grant and Richard's 
| earliest DP stories (419-25), including the first appearance of Crazy 
Jane and Rebis. It also features some of Grants مہ‎ мы 
character designs and a brand-new cover by Simon Bisley. If you missed 
Setting stout бе BOOM PATROL though, 5 
13 DOOM Це بمب‎ აიი their চিত ا‎ eir 

names, লো ৰ "up vehicles, and аа hospitals 

তেজ themselves into when things gets tough. 4 
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| SKIP THIS HERE NEXT-ISSUE BOX IF YOU HAVEN'T READ DOOM 

| PATROL #57 YET: Rigor mortis sets in for dead Josh as the Chief's | 
| severed head just lias there and Cliff's braina do the same. DOOM 
PATROL #58 is 24 pages of action-packed fun from Grant and guest 
| artist Sean Phillips. Sean's work is familiar to HELLBLAZER fens; af 
تن‎ e al ынын. кар 


